
We, Civil Society Organisations in Namibia, together 
with regional and international organisations, 
coalitions and technical experts, are deeply 
concerned about oil and gas exploratory drilling 
activities in the Kavango Basin. Most of us have 
neither been consulted nor given any evidence about 
how the exploration activities and possible 
production will a�ect the lives and human rights of 
people in Kavango East and West Regions, as well as 
our precious environment and overall water and food 
security in Namibia. Too many questions are 
unanswered, and the irreversible risks look too high 
for us, and for our children’s future.

We are therefore respectfully calling on the 
Government of the Republic of Namibia to suspend 
all oil and gas drilling and establish an independent 
and impartial Public Commission of Inquiry to 
critically examine the current and future oil and gas 
exploration and extraction in the Kavango East and 
West regions. 

Until all Namibians can see credible evidence of the 
potential impact on their lives, their livelihoods and 
their inalienable rights, and can consider what are 
realistic and sustainable alternative strategies for 
developing Namibia’s energy and the Kavango regions, 
with particular reference to climate change, the 
Government should impose a moratorium on those 
activities.

The Public Commission of Inquiry must:
• be fully transparent, independent and impartial;
• be composed of experts covering relevant    
 knowledge drawn equally from both government   
 and civil society/professional associations/academia;
• assess the risks to the human rights of Namibians,   
 including their right to a safe and sustainable  
 environment;
• thoroughly examine safe and sustainable alternative 
 energy strategies for Namibia; and
• ensure respect for the rule of law and the    
 international obligations of Namibia.

 
All concerned Namibians and other Interested Parties 
must be allowed to:
• submit information for consideration by the Public   
 Commission;
• be consulted in their own languages through   
 well-planned and advertised country-wide urban and  
 rural public consultation meetings, in particular   
 accessible to everyone in the Kavango Regions   
 including indigenous San communities;
• be allowed access to information as and when it is   
 submitted to the Commission; and
• comment on the draft findings of the Commission   
 before they are finalised.

Meanwhile all exploratory drilling must immediately   
cease, and existing licences be suspended.
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radioactive substances. Also worrisome is that only 
after being confronted by investigative journalists about 
why the mud pits were not lined did ReconAfrica claim 
to have applied an unverifiable organic gel to prevent 
their mud pits from leaking hazardous wastewater into 
the underlying soils and groundwater. What’s more is 
that ReconAfrica now claims their solid and liquid 
waste will be used as a fertilizer on the surrounding 
farmland. The hazardous waste and water are thus 
dumped on arable farmland instead of the company 
engaging in industry-approved disposal. 

Oil and gas production will fragment the land. It 
requires clearing of huge areas of land for drill pads, 
roads, wells, pipeline, storage facilities and other 
infrastructure. This will lead to the loss of farmland, 
habitat fragmentation, and create more access for 
illegal logging and poaching.

Fossil fuel extraction has negative health impacts. 
Chemicals used in fossil fuel extraction (including 
fracking) contaminate the air near gas and oil 
production sites, and many scientific studies in North 
America show that this has caused skin rashes, 

breathing. Babies are born with heart defects. The 
toxins can also cause cancer, lung diseases and harm 
the brain. Many countries have already banned 
fracking, and Namibia should follow suit.

Fossil fuel extraction has negative social impacts. 
Communities in Kavango East Region were promised 
jobs, yet local people do not have the skills needed for 
this highly technical work. During the envisaged 
production period of at least 25 years there will be an 
influx of skilled workers, mostly men, living in “man 
camps” at the drill sites. Evidence from other countries 
shows that this leads to an increase in alcohol and drug 
abuse, violence against women and girls, teenage 
pregnancies and school dropout as well as an increase 
in HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases. There 
may also be an influx of people from other areas of 
Namibia and neighbouring countries seeking work, 
which will stretch the already poor services available to 
local residents of Kavango East and West regions with 
regard to land, housing, water, schools, clinics, 
hospitals etc. The Kavango regional councils will be 
burdened with dealing with all these issues. Also 
worrisome is the movement of people to and from the 
area whilst Namibia and the rest of the continent are 
still going through cyclical waves of COVID-19 
infections. 

Fossil fuel extraction impacts climate change. 
Evidence of climate change is all around us, and fossil 
fuel production and consumption are a major driver of 
global warming. Namibia is a signatory to the Paris 
Accord on Climate Change and has, in its Updated 
Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) to the 
upcoming COP 26 Climate Change Conference in 
Glasgow in November 2021, committed to reduce 

Namibia’s international commitment to urgently 
reduce its dependence on the use of fossil fuels. In May 
2021, the head of the International Atomic Energy 
Authority to which Namibia is a member called for an 
immediate worldwide halt to oil and gas drilling to 
prevent climate catastrophe. Experts predict that as the 
world shifts towards alternative renewable energy 
sources, investments made now into fossil fuel 
production will soon become “stranded assets”, where 
promised oil & gas revenues never materialize and 
bankrupt oil & gas companies leave taxpayers to pay 
for the big clean-up.

Namibia has unlimited renewable energy sources.
time is now for our country to partner with investors in 
solar and wind energy, and position Namibia as an 
exporter of renewable energy in the near future. 
Already in April 2021 Namibia, Botswana and the United 
States concluded an historic memorandum of intent 
(MOI) to create a 5 Gigawatt Mega Solar project.

The Namibian Government and companies operating 
in Namibia have a duty to uphold ethical, moral 
standards. All of the Anglican Bishops of southern 
Africa, supported as they are by others in Canada, have 
called for a halt to oil and gas exploration activities in 
Kavango and have labelled the threat to the Kavango 
Basin ecosystem and the livelihoods of indigenous 
people as “a sin”. Government and business actors 
should not make verbal promises of wealth, water and 
jobs to vulnerable communities without tested proof 
and detailed plans they can realistically meet those 
promises.

All Namibian authorities must fully respect Namibia’s 
fundamental human rights obligations. 
life is the most fundamental right and depends on 
access to clean water and air, and to food and 

action which denies reasonable access to such vital 
resources is a violation of the Constitution and treaty 
law. There is a real danger that such fundamental rights 
would be violated by oil activities in the Kavango 
regions.

Published by the Women's Leadership Centre on behalf of Civil Society Organisations. © WLC - Windhoek, 22 July 2021



This Petition is supported by the following 
Civil Society Organisations of Namibia: 

1.  Kavango East and West Regional Conservancy    
  and Community Forestry Association
2.  Kavango East Farmers Union
3.  Kavango West Farmers Union
4.  Kyaramacan Association, Bwabwata National Park
5.  Namibian Chamber of Environment representing    
  70 environmental organisations
6.  Namibia San Council
7.  Nyae Nyae Development Foundation
8.  //Ana-Djeh San Trust
9.  Women’s Leadership Centre
10. Economic and Social Justice Trust
11. Legal Assistance Centre
12. Institute for Public Policy Research
13. Namibia Institute for Democracy
14. Namibia NGO Forum Trust 
15. Namibia Network of AIDS Service Organisations
16. AIDS and Rights Alliance Southern Africa
17. The Anglican Church in Namibia  
18. Frack Free Namibia
19. Earthlife Namibia
20. SunCycles Namibia
21. Young Feminists Movement Namibia
22. Positive Vibes
23. Women’s Solidarity Namibia
24. ShutItAllDown Movement 
25. Nutrition and Food Security Alliance of Namibia
26. Forum For the Future
27. Pots of Hope 
28. Sister Namibia
29. Out-Right Namibia
30. Namibia Diverse Women’s Association 
31. Namibia Equal Rights Movement
32. One Billion Rising Namibia 
33. Wings to Transcend Namibia Trust 
34. Rights not Rescue Trust Namibia 
35. Rainbow Reflections
36. Namibia Women’s Association
37. The Children’s Movement Namibia
38. Khaibasen Community Trust 
39. Comrades Association
40. Powerpad Girls
41. Slutwalk
42. Namibian Sex Workers Alliance 
43. Transgender, Intersex And Androgynous     
  Movement of Namibia  
44. Trans Masculine Namibia 
45. Aio Da Go Community Garden 
46. Aitsama Mabasen Community Garden 
47. Pomp Stasie Family Garden
48. Greenspace
49. Lifeline/Childline 
50. Namibian Environment and Wildlife Society
51. NEWSYouth 
52. Labour Resource and Research Institute  

Regional and International Organisations / 
Coalitions supporting this Petition: 
                                                                                                                    
1.  Frack Free Namibia Botswana 
2.  Saving Okavango’s Unique Life
3.  The Green Connection
4.  Indigenous Peoples of Africa Co-ordinating    
  Committee
5.  Southern African Faith Community     
  Environmental Institute
6.  Deutsche Umwelthilfe e.V. / Environmental    
  Action Germany 

7.  Union Chapel, London, UK
8.  Frack Free United, Environmental Smart, UK
9.  New Brunswick Anti-Shale Gas Alliance - New    
  Brunswick, Canada
10. Grandmothers Advocacy Network, Canada 
11. Frack O� London, UK
12. Frack Free Surrey, UK
13. Frack Free Sussex, UK
14. Weald Action Group
15. Science and Environmental Health Network, U.S.A.
16. Concerned Health Professionals of New York
17. Food and Water Action Europe
18. Animals Are Sentient Beings, Inc., U.S.A
19. Abgefrackt Bündnis Weidener Becken gegen    
  Fracking, Germany
20. Centre Afrika, Montreal, Canada
21. BankTrack, Nijmegen, the Netherlands
22. Urgewald e.V., Germany
23. Both ENDS, the Netherlands   
24. Não Fracking Brasil – Brazil
25. COESUS Coalicion Latinoamericana contra el    
  Fracking por el Clima Água y Vida
26. COESUS Coalizão Não FRACKING Brasil
27. ARAYARA.ORG - Uruguay 
28. ARAYARA.ORG – Brazil
29. ARAYARA.ORG - Morocco 
30. ARAYARA.ORG – Portugal
31. Fundacion ARAYARA - Latinoamérica  
32. OPG Observatório do Petróleo e Gás 
33. OCM Observatório do Carvão Mineral 
34. Extinction Rebellion Gent, Belgium 
35. Shale Must Fall, international
36. Ineos Will Fall, Belgium
37. Campaign against Climate Change, UK
38. Defend Lytham
39. Markwells Wood Watch West Sussex, UK
40. Stop Ecocide International 
41. Frack Free East Yorkshire, UK
42. Frack Free Isle of Wight
43. Keep Kirdford and Wisborough Green, KKWG,    
  West Sussex UK
44. Brockham Oil Watch
45. Harthill Against Fracking
46. Rotherham Climate Action
47. Environmental Action in South Yorkshire
48. Extinction Rebellion UK 
49. Pro Wildlife, Germany
50. KYMA sea conservation & research, Switzerland
51. Future for Elephants, Germany 
52. Fondation Franz Weber, Switzerland
53. ASEED Europe, Netherlands
54. Operation Noah
55. 350 Africa
56. 350 Canada
57. Anglican Church of Southern Africa     
  Environmental Network (Green Anglicans)
58. Center for International Environmental Law
59. Oil Change International 
60. Elephant Reintegration Trust, South Africa
61. Union Chapel, Islington, UK
62. A Planeta
63. Extinction Rebellion Argentina
64. Natural Resources Defense Council
65. Frack Free Misson
66. Divest Dyfed Dodfuddsoddi, Wales, UK 
67. Extinction Rebellion Canada
68. Center for Biological Diversity
69. Extinction Rebellion Vancouver
70. Extinction Rebellion Montreal
71. Extinction Rebellion Ottawa
72. Extinction Rebellion Uganda
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